
 

 SPHeRE CONFERENCE PROGRAMME 

09:00 Registration 
  

  

09:30 Welcome Address and Updates on the SPHeRE Programme 

  Prof Hannah McGee, Deputy Vice Chancellor for Academic Affairs at RCSI and Co-Founder of the HRB PhD Scholars Programme 
  

  

10:00 Keynote Address: “When health services research has "big data", what is the point of keeping it simple?”  

  Prof David Cromwell, LSHTM and Director of the CEU, RCS England.  
Chaired by Prof Charles Normand, Co-Founder of the HRB PhD Scholars Programme, TCD 

  
  

10:45 Coffee & Moderated Poster Presentations 
    

11:00 AM PARALLEL SESSIONS  

  
Population Health I 

(Exam Hall) 
Pregnancy and  

Reproductive Health (TR1) 
Health Policy and  

Implementation Science  (TR2) 
Health Services Research 

(TR3) 

Chair: Dr Sarah Barry, RCSI Prof Keelin O’Donoghue, UCC Prof Steve Thomas, TCD Prof Suzanne Guerin, UCD 

11:15 Miss Melissa Kinch 
 
Interventions to Support 
Young People and Families 
with the Healthcare Transi-
tion between Paediatric and 
Adult Nephrology Health Ser-
vices: A Systematic Scoping 
Review  

Dr Ella Tuohy  
 
Maternity care pathway and 
involvement in decisions 
about care during birth and 
labour: a mixed methods sec-
ondary analysis of women’s 
experiences in Ireland  

Dr Davina Swan 
 
Using evidence and stakehold-
er feedback from the develop-
ment of national standards to 
inform policy development for 
children and young people  

Prof Gerry Lee 
 
Experiences of integrated 
care using Hospital at Home  

11:35 Andrew Dullea 
 
Assigning GRADE Levels To An 
Overview Of Reviews Using 
General Principles Identified 
From Current GRADE Guide-
lines.  

Dr Laura Linehan 
 
Recurrent Miscarriage and 
Infertility Services and Sup-
ports: A Qualitative Study of 
Views and Experiences in the 
Republic of Ireland  

Dr Molly Manning 
 
Factors influencing the implemen-
tation of culturally responsive 
Speech and Language Therapy 
practice in Ireland. A co-designed 
clinician survey underpinned by 
Normalisation Process Theory  

Dr Tina Bedenik 
 
Building public trust and con-
fidence in secondary use of 
health data in Ireland 

11:55 Dr Nora Donnelly 
 
Prehospital characteristics 
that identify major trauma 
patients: A hybrid systematic 
review  

Marita Hennessy, PhD 
(Presented on behalf of 
Ruadh Kelly-Harrington) 
 
Workplace supports following 
pregnancy loss: Results of an 
online mixed-methods survey 
study in the Republic of Ire-
land  

Miss Avantika Bhardwaj  
 
Barriers and Facilitators to Im-
plementation of an Exercise 
and Education Programme for 
Osteoarthritis in Irish 
Healthcare Settings: A Qualita-
tive Study Using the Consoli-
dated Framework for Imple-
mentation Research  

Dr Helen Kelly 
‘Enhancing Social Participa-
tion Across Ireland for people 
with communication disabili-
ties and differences’  
(ENSPIRED) through the  
Establishment of an all-island 
Speech and Language  
Therapy student network  

12:15 Geraldine O’Callaghan 
 
The transition to home and 
beyond following stroke: a 
prospective cohort study of 
outcomes and needs  

Ms Elizabeth Bodunde  
 
Mode of delivery and long-term 
maternal depression/severe 
anxiety: Findings from Millenni-
um Cohort Study  

Ms Nickola Pallin 
 
Factors influencing implemen-
tation of self-management sup-
port (SMS) in cancer services: a 
qualitative study  

Ellen McHugh 
 
The Use of Telemedicine for 
GP Consultations in Ireland  

12:35 Dr Gintare Valentelyte 
 
Socioeconomic inequalities in 
tobacco smoking among the 
adult population in Ireland 

Dr Aoife Fleming 
 
A cross-sectional survey of phar-
macists’ views on the provision 
of regular hormonal contracep-
tion in community pharmacy 
practice in Ireland  

Ms Susan Ahern 
 
Universal childhood varicella 
(chickenpox) vaccination in 
Ireland: a health technology 
assessment  

Ms Mary Morrissey and Dr 
Declan McKeown  
The ‘Clarify the Objective’ 
Facilitation Approach: rele-
vance to Public Health Teams 
in a time of change  



 

 SPHeRE CONFERENCE PROGRAMME  

12:55 Network Lunch & Moderated Poster Presentations 

    

13:45 PARALLEL WORKSHOPS 

Exam 
Hall 

TR2/3 

 Academic Writing and Publishing with Prof Stuart Spencer, former Editor at the Lancet 

 “Research Funding: Overcoming challenges and increasing your chances of success” 
with Prof Molly Byrne, University of Galway, and Dr Sheena McHugh, UCC 

14:45 Coffee & Moderated Poster Presentations 

  PM PARALLEL SESSIONS 

  
Population Health II 

(Exam Hall) 
Interventions 

(TR1) 
Screening and Chronic Disease 

Management (TR2) 
Mental Health 

 (TR3) 

Chair: Prof Anne Hickey, RCSI Dr Ali Khashan, UCC Dr Niamh O’Rourke, HIQA Prof Frank Doyle, RCSI 

15:15 Ms Jessica O’Driscoll 
 
The impact of COVID-19 dis-
ruptions on population-
based breast screening in 
Ireland: A repeated cross-
sectional study  

Karen Brady 
 
What matters most for physi-
cal activity participation? A 
national Delphi consensus 
study identifying the top 10 
priorities of adolescents with 
physical disability  

Ms Jennifer Pallin 
 
Facilitators and barriers to ac-
cessing and providing diabetic 
foot screening in Ireland: A qual-
itative study  

Daisy Wiggin 
 
Age of first self-harm act in 
youth: A scoping review  

15:35 Ms Shibu Shrestha 
 
Interventions to improve 
Long COVID symptoms: A 
systematic review of ran-
domised controlled trials  

Mr Steve Daly 
 
Football Cooperative (FC): A 
Community-based Social inter-
vention of Physical Activity for 
men using a Social Return on 
Investment (SRO) framework: 
A scenario analysis for a ten-
site scale-up  

Miss Joan Quigley 
 
Continuous glucose monitoring 
in adults with type 1 diabetes in 
Ireland 

Dr Michael Vallely 
 
Mental health and wellbeing 
trajectories from childhood to 
young adulthood: Evidence 
from Growing Up in Ireland 

15:55 Dr Melissa Kelly 
 
Data sources on COVID-19 
infection and vaccination in 
pregnancy in the North and 
South of Ireland:  strengths, 
weaknesses and recommen-
dations for future pandemic 
preparedness  

Dr Bridget Kiely 
 
Link workers for people living 
with multimorbidity attending 
general practices in deprived 
urban communities. An ex-
ploratory randomised trial 
investigating feasibility, poten-
tial impact and cost effective-
ness  

Dr Roisin McCarthy 
 
Motivators and barriers to bow-
el screening among adults in 
Ireland: A national representa-
tive survey  

Mr David McEvoy 
 
Identifying high-risk subgroups 
for self-harm in adolescents 
and young adults: a longitudi-
nal latent class analysis of risk 
factors 

16:15 Ms Edel Burton 
 
Stroke/Transient Ischaemic 
Attack (TIA) Survivors and 
caregivers’ perspectives of 
acute stroke care during the 
COVID-19 pandemic in Ire-
land: A qualitative descrip-
tive study  

Dr David Byrne 
 
Efficacy and safety of sacubi-
tril/valsartan in the treatment 
of heart failure: A systematic 
review incorporating un-
published clinical study re-
ports  

Dr Mairead O’Connor 
 
Awareness and understanding 
of screening in Ireland: results 
from a nationally representative 
online survey  

Ms Almas Khan 
 
Examining patterns of patient 
adherence to Cognitive Behav-
ioural Therapy in chronic physi-
cal illnesses and comorbid 
mental health disorders: a 
scoping review protocol. 

16:35 Keynote Address: “Using maternity services to improve women’s lifelong health: Experiences from the 
SMARThealth Pregnancy program in rural India“ 

  Prof Jane Hirst,  Chair in Global Women’s Health at the George Institute for Global Health, School of Public Health, Imperial 
College London. Chaired by Prof  Ivan Perry, Co-Founder of the HRB PhD Scholars Programme, UCC 

17:20 Poster Prize & Closing Address 

   Please join us for a wine reception after the closing address  
 


